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Sir: 

This is responsive to the Official Action dated April 10, 2006. 

The Official Action constitutes a requirement for restriction and an election of species. 

Applicants elect to prosecute the invention of Group V, claims 24-26 and 34-46, as 
specifically drawn to the special technical feature of a method of determining differential 
expression of a polynucleotide or diagnosis wherein a polynucleotide is identified. 

As to the species requirement, Applicants elect (a) a single species of SEQ ID No. 1 1 (b) 
species of ailments: hepatocellular carcinoma (c) method of detecting: PCR (d) method of 
comparing: solid-phase screening methods (e) species of a sample from a patient: blood (f) a 
corresponding species from the reference samples: blood. 

Following claims read on the elected species: 

- SEQ ID No. 1 1 : All claims 24-26 and 34-46 

- Hepatocellular carcinoma: All claims 24, 25 and 34-45 



RESPONSE 



- PCR: All claims 

- Solid-phase screening methods: All claims 

- Blood (species if a patient sample): All claims 

- Blood (species from the reference sample): All claims 
Favorable action on the merits is solicited. 
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